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TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  FELIXSTOWE  AND  WALTON. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  .honour  to  present  to  you  my  report 
of  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  three 
months  during  which  I have  been  your  Medical 
Officer,  during  1907,  together  with  the  whole  of  the 
vital  statistics  for  the  year,  those  of  the  first  nine 
months  having  been  obtained  from  your  former 
Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Hulme. 

Population. 

The  Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  was  7900  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
1600. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  138 — 66 
males,  and  72  females.  These  figures  show  a birth 
rate  of  17*4  per  looo,  nearly  6 per  1000  lower  than 
the  average  for  the  past  ten  years  in  this  district  and 
nearly  9 per  1000  lower  than  the  general  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  which  is  26*3 


Mortality. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  71, 
the  rate  being  8*9  per  1000  exactly  i per  1000  lower 
than  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years  and  6 per  1000 
lower  than  the  general  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Zymotic  Mortality. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  v/as  o”6  per  1000,  i.e. 
less  than  half  that  of  the  general  rate  of  England  and 
Wales. 


Infantile  Mortalit}^ 

The  infantile  mortality  is  43*4  per  1000  births 
registered,  59  per  1000  lower  than  the  average  of  the 
past  ten  years. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 

Of  infectious  diseases  134  were  registered  but 
of  these,  87  were  Measles  and  German  Measles,  which 
are  not  notifiable  in  most  districts. 

There  have  been  26  cases  of  Scarlet  fever,  iS 
of  Diphtheria,  2 of  Erysipelas,  and  i of  Typhoid 
fever.  The  average  incidence  of  Diphtheria  for  the 
last  ten  years  has  been  5*5  cases  annually  for  the 
whole  district,  and  that  of  Scarlet  fever  6 cases,  so 
that  we  may  consider  there  has  been  a mild  epidemic 
of  botli  of  these  diseases  during  the  past  year. 


Isolation  Hospital. 


In  my  report  to  the  Plans  Committee  on  the 
necessity  or  not  of  an  isolation  hospital,  I stated  that 
although  since  1893  the  need  for  an  isolation  hospital 
had  not  apparently  been  urgent  yet  considering  the 
increase  in  size  of  the  place  and  its  greater  dependence 
upon  visitors,  the  provision  of  prompt  isolation  for 
infectious  diseases  might  be  regarded  as  insurance 
against  an  epidemic  which  would  be  temporarily  dis- 
astrous to  the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

Drainage. 

Our  freedom  from  enteric  may  account  for  the 
very  low  zymotic  death  rate  and  this  no  doubt  we  owe 
to  the  purity  of  our  water  supply  and  the  excellence 
of  our  arrangements  for  drainage  and  sewage 
disposal. 

No  sufficient  natural  fall  of  sewers  from  the  town 
to  the  outlet  being  obtainable,  the  hydropneumatic 
system  of  Shone  has  been  used  for  some  years  past 
and  arrangments  have  been  made  upon  the  report 
and  suggestion  of  the  Surveyor  for  increasing  the 
plant  and  providing  reserve  power  at  the  air  com- 
pressing station  for  working  the  ejectors. 

Water  Supply. 

Complaints  have  been  from  time  to  time  received 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  town, 
but  the  analyses  have  always  shown  that  the  water  is 
throughly  satisfactory  for  drinking,  though  it  would 
be  classed  as  a hard  water,  its  temporary  hardness 
being  16*5  degrees  and  its  permanent  hardness  5. 


Inspection  of  Well  and  Reservoir. 

1 have  inspected  the  works  at  the  principal  well 
in  lower  Trimley  and  find  that  the  water  is  derived 
from  a spring  in  the  chalk  strata  about  700  feet  below 
the  surface,  the  surface  water  being  carefully  sealed 
off  from  the  sides  of  the  cylinder  forming  the  well  so 
that  no  contamination  of  the  spring  with  the  surface 
water  is  possible.  I have  also  ^itispected  the  tank 
reservoir  at  Trimley  and  find  that  it  is  thoroughly 
cleaned  out  and  painted  inside  every  year.  It  is  during 
the  three  weeks  occupied  by  the  cleansing  and  painting 
of  the  tank  and  while  the  water  is  being  pumped 
directly  from  the  well  into  the  mains,  that  complaints 
arise  on  account  of  the  smell  and  sediment,  the  former 
being  due  to  the  insufficient  aeration  at  this  time  and 
the  latter  to  the  less  regular  flow  in  the  mains. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

In  my  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
County  Council  schools  and  playgounds  I drew 
attention  to  the  iinpaved  and  generally  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  playgrounds,the  insanitary  state  of  the 
closets  and  urinals  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  water 
supply.  This  report  was  sent  to  the  Education 
Committee  of  the  County  Council  and  some  of  the 
suggested  reforms  have  already  been  carried  out, 
while  others  are  in  orocess. 

A 

Milk  Supply. 

Of  the  samples  of  milk  analysed  all  have  been 
satisfactory,  except  in  one  case  where  the  milk  was 
rather  poor  in  quality  and  only  just  up  to  the  legal 
standard  in  fats  and  non-fatty  solids. 


Inspection  of  Property. 


Inspections  have  been  made  of  property  in  Falcon 
and  Queen  Streets,  Walton,  and  the  property  of 
various  owners  in  Lower  Walton  Street.  In  several 
cases  the  condition  of  the  closets  has  called  for 
unfavourable  comment  and  notices  have  been  served 
on  some  of  them  for  conversion  of  middens  into  w^ater 
closets,  and  for  connection  with  the  water  supply  of 
the  town. 


Statistical  Tables. 

The  statistical  tables  attached  to  this  report 
g-ive  details  as  to  the  causes  of  death  in  the  district 
and  the  infantile  mortality. 


Sanitary  Work. 

The  iollowing  particulars  of  Sanitary  work 
carried  out  in  the  district  have  been  supplied  to  me 
by  the  Surveyor. 


New  Sewers  constructed 

Surface  Water  Drains  ,, 

New  Houses  erected 

Cesspools  and  Prives  abolished 

Nuisances  abated 

Rooms  disinfected  including 
Council  Schools 


801-J  yards. 
900  J ■ ,, 

— h" 

0/ 

1 2 

I 2 


Cesspools  and  Privies  emptied 


85 


General  Health  of  District. 


Notwithstanding  the  mild  epidemics  of  Scarlet 
fever  and  Diphtheria  which  have  occured  during  the 
year,  the  general  health  of  the  district  is  shown  by  the 
statistical  tables  to  have  been  very  good  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  cessation  of  the  Scarlet  fever 
epidemic  followed  the  closure  of  the  schools. 

It  is  hoped  by  co-operation  with  the  school 
authorities,  mutual  notification  of  infectious  cases  and 
improvement  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
schools  and  playgrounds,  to  still  further  reduce  the 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  district. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Vour  obedient  Servant, 

G.  J.  CONFORD,  M.D.,Oxon., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  III. 

Felixstowe  and  Walton  Urban  District. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 
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